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Our Vision

For everyone to embark on a journey of growth, rich in Christian
values, to acquire skills and knowledge they need to thrive and
flourish.

Geography




Rationale

A high-quality geography education should inspire pupils with knowledge about diverse
places, people and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding
of the Earth's key physical processes. Geography presents a unique contribution to the
national curriculum. It studies people's interaction with the environment. It allows
children to explore social, environmental, economic and political aspects of place, whilst
comparing local and global settings.

Aims of the Geography curriculum

e To develop pupils’ enjoyment, interest in and knowledge of geography and an
appreciation of its contribution to all aspects of everyday life.

e To build on pupils’ curiosity and sense of awe in our physical and social world.

e To introduce pupils to the language and vocabulary of geography.

e To better locational knowledge of the world's countries, oceans and hemispheres.
e To connect human and physical geography: allowing children to investigate social,
environmental, economic and physical aspects of the subject.

Inclusion Statement

Each pupil will be given the support necessary, wherever possible, o enable them to
participate as contributing members of the school community in all aspects of life at
St. Elisabeth's CofE Primary School. All pupils will be given equal access to the teaching
of Geography at a level appropriate o age, ability and maturity and irrespective of
race, gender or nationality.

Policy Development
Roles and Responsibilities of the Geography Co-ordinator

¢ Auditing, reviewing, monitoring and evaluating the Geography curriculum,
including reporting and assessment procedures and monitoring the quality of
teaching.

¢ Maintaining and updating appropriate resources.

e Attending relevant Geography INSET courses and disseminating training to
appropriate staff.

¢ Leading and supporting others responsible for the delivery of the Geography
curriculum, including encouraging the Continuing Professional.

o Development of other staff and participation in Geography CPD.

e Sharing information about current developments.




Organisation of Geography

St. Elisabeth's CofE Primary School delivers Geography in discrete lessons taught every
other half term, alternating with History.

The curriculum has a spiral structure to ensure continual revision and addition to prior

knowledge. Our curriculum is as follows:
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Teaching and Learning

The teaching of Geography should be shaped by the principles outlined in the Teaching
and Learning policy. As in the National Curriculum, pupils should extend their knowledge

and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe,

North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range
of the world's most significant human and physical features. They should develop their

use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and

place knowledge.




Locational knowledge

e Locate the world's countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of
Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions,
key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities;

e Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and
Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and
night);

* Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and
their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features
(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand
how some of these aspects have changed over time;

Place knowledge

¢ Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country,
and a region within North or South America.

e Describe and understand key aspects of: Physical geography, including: climate zones,
biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the
water cycle

¢ Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity
including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food,
minerals and water; Geographical skills and fieldwork

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and
describe features studied.

¢ Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and
key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United
Kingdom and the wider world.

e Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical
features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and
graphs, and digital technologies.

e Conducting fieldwork to support topics of study, both in the local area and on
residential frips.

The Geography curriculum is adapted to meet the needs of all pupils. When planning for
adaptations, the following is considered:

e Pupil grouping




e Resources, i.e. availability and suitability

o Pupil activity - difference tasks i.e. cloze procedure tasks, amount of time, roles
and responsibilities

¢ All children must be given the opportunity to succeed.

Assessment, Recording and Celebrating

In conjunction with this policy, please also read the Book Expectations, Feedback and
Marking Policy and the Assessment Policy. The school particularly values assessment as
an on-going process and uses Assessment for Learning strategies. Assessment for
Learning includes:

> Learning objectives and success criteria explained to pupils.

> Questioning to check for understanding

> Use of the plenary which should refer clearly to the key learning objective. It should
be an opportunity to reflect upon what has been learned and to revisit teaching points.

Celebration of achievement contributes to building pupils’ self-esteem, developing a
sense of community and belonging, helps create a positive atmosphere in the school and
develops pupil's sense of pride. At St. Elisabeth’s CofE Primary School we hold weekly
Celebration Assemblies where certificates are presented for 'Top learner’ and 'positive
behaviour'.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The Geography Co-ordinator, in consultation with staff and pupils, will undertake on-
going monitoring and evaluation of Geography.

Dissemination and Review

The school has carried out an extensive review of all Foundation subjects. As a result,
the Geography curriculum has been amended to ensure adequate sequencing, revision of
prior knowledge and adherence to the National Curriculum.

Local Geography studies are also woven in from EYFS to Year 6.




