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Our Vision

For everyone to embark on a journey of growth, rich in Christian
values, to acquire skills and knowledge they need to thrive and
flourish.

History




History is the story of humanity. As a subject, it has the ability to create a bridge
between today's world and the myriad of fascinating worlds of the past. Effective
study of history channels this natural curiosity into the development of tools such as
identification, comparison, critiquing and evaluating which every pupil needs in order to
be able to express their thoughts and positively engage with the world around them. At
St. Elisabeth's CE, we are mindful of this significance and scope for the subject, and
seek to maximise its benefits through a carefully selected knowledge-led curriculum,
based on the National Curriculum guidelines.

The National Curriculum has a similar, broad and wide-reaching expectation that
history should inspire, motivate and promote meaningful opportunities for children to
reflect on their own values and society. The National Curriculum in England states that
a 'high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and
understanding of Britain's past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’
curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive
questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and
judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people's lives, the
process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different
groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time. (National
Curriculum in England, DfE

e To acquire key historical substantive and disciplinary knowledge to maximise historical
understanding.

e To gain a coherent, chronological knowledge and understanding of Britain's past and
that of the wider world.

e To develop a deep understanding of history, by helping children connect new
knowledge with existing knowledge so they are fluent and unconsciously competent at
applying their knowledge as skills.

e To deliver academic excellence.

e To contribute to a connected network of ideas and knowledge across the curriculum.
e To equip children with knowledge and cultural capital that they need to succeed in
life.

e To engender an appreciation of human achievement and an understanding of its
development.

e To introduce pupils to the language and vocabulary of History.

e To introduce pupils to key historical skills such as oracy and argument.

¢ To make reasoned arguments about historical influences on current development and




sustainability issues.

e To explore how the actions of people in the past have led to some of the global
problems we face today.

e To understand the impact their choices can have on the future.

e To develop knowledge of other societies, cultures and beliefs.

e To understand the impact values and beliefs have on the decisions and actions of
individuals, organisations and governments, made today.

e To enable pupils to understand the complexity of people's lives, the process of
change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, exploring
their own identity, values and beliefs.

Inclusion Statement

Each pupil will be given the support necessary, wherever possible, o enable them to
participate as contributing members of the school community in all aspects of life at
St. Elisabeth's CofE Primary School. All pupils will be given equal access to the teaching
of History at a level appropriate to age, ability and maturity and irrespective of race,
gender or nationality.

Policy Development
Roles and Responsibilities of the History Co-ordinator

e Auditing, reviewing, monitoring and evaluating the History curriculum, including
reporting and assessment procedures and monitoring the quality of teaching.

e Maintaining and updating appropriate resources.

e Afttending relevant History INSET courses and disseminating training to
appropriate staff.

¢ Leading and supporting others responsible for the delivery of the History
curriculum, including encouraging the Continuing Professional.

e Development of other staff and participation in History CPD.

e Sharing information about current developments.

Organisation of History

St. Elisabeth's CofE Primary School delivers History in discrete lessons taught every
other half term, alternating with Geography.

The curriculum has a spiral structure o ensure continual revision and addition to prior
knowledge. Our curriculum is as follows:
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Teaching and Learning

Historical enquiry at St. Elisabeth's CE is underpinned by strong substantive knowledge
of chronology, events and individuals. This knowledge is cultivated using high-quality

information texts containing a range of sources for pupils to explore during direct

instruction, discussion and quizzing, and guided and independent practise. Substantive

knowledge is practised and reinforced through weekly revisiting of prior knowledge

(‘Can I still?") and study of a variety of civilisations in chronological order builds pupils’

sense of timelines which overlap, intersect and run concurrently. Disciplinary skills

challenge children to utilise their substantive knowledge to make comparisons and

historical judgements about continuity and change, cause and consequence. In gaining

substantive knowledge, as they move through the school, pupils also build schema
around explicitly taught historical concepts such as civilisation and monarchy. Pupils’
disciplinary knowledge is developed through regular discussion of these historical skills

embedded in lesson learning objectives and independent practise tasks.




Adaptive teaching

The History curriculum is adapted to meet the needs of all pupils. When planning for
adaptations, the following is considered:

e Pupil grouping

e Resources, i.e. availability and suitability

o Pupil activity - difference tasks i.e. cloze procedure tasks, amount of time, roles
and responsibilities

e All children must be given the opportunity to succeed.

Assessment, Recording and Celebrating

In conjunction with this policy, please also read the Book Expectations, Feedback and
Marking Policy and the Assessment Policy. The school particularly values assessment as
an on-going process and uses Assessment for Learning strategies. Assessment for
Learning includes:

> Learning objectives and success criteria explained to pupils.

> Questioning to check for understanding

> Use of the plenary which should refer clearly to the key learning objective. It should
be an opportunity to reflect upon what has been learned and to revisit teaching points.

Celebration of achievement contributes to building pupils’ self-esteem, developing a
sense of community and belonging, helps create a positive atmosphere in the school and
develops pupil's sense of pride. At St. Elisabeth's CofE Primary School we hold weekly
Celebration Assemblies where certificates are presented for 'Top learner’ and 'positive
behaviour'.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The History Co-ordinator, in consultation with staff and pupils, will undertake on-going
monitoring and evaluation of History.

Dissemination and Review

The school has carried out an extensive review of all Foundation subjects. As a result,
the History curriculum has been amended to ensure adequate sequencing, revision of
prior knowledge and adherence to the National Curriculum.

Local history studies are also woven in from EYFS to Year 6.




