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For everyone to embark on a journey of growth, rich in 
Christian values, to acquire skills and knowledge they need to 
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Rationale 

Writing is one of the primary forms of communication. It allows thoughts to be clarified, 
emotions to be expressed, opinions to be stated, experiences and explanations to be shared. It 
is also one of the more difficult aspects of the language as its many conventions are difficult to 
follow and master. The written word is open to critical appraisal as writing faces scrutiny and 
correction in areas which go beyond meaning and content. Harsh judgements are made about 
those whose writing shows grammatical, structural and other weaknesses.  

However, given the right environment and stimulus it is an aspect of literacy that can give 
enormous pleasure.  

We aim to enable our pupils to consider themselves as ‘writers’, to encourage confidence and 
the motivation to want to write and to have sufficient control over the mechanics of writing to 
allow for skilful development of the writing process. We aim to develop fluency and legibility.  

We aim to offer a whole language approach so that pupils can learn to express clarity of thought 
and be able to manage language appropriately.  

We aim to set high expectations of pupils and to give writing a high profile in all its forms. 

Aims of the Writing curriculum  

The overarching aim of English in the National Curriculum is to promote high standards of 
language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written 
word, and to develop their love of literature through strong links from reading into writing. 

St Elisabeth’s aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 
conventions for writing and spoken language 

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 
• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a 

range of contexts, purposes and audiences 
• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly 

their understanding and ideas in order to express them in writing 
• use speaking and listening skills to make formal presentations using their writing 

 

Inclusion Statement 

Each pupil will be given the support necessary, wherever possible, to enable them to 
participate as contributing members of the school community in all aspects of life at St. 
Elisabeth’s CofE Primary School. All pupils will be given equal access to the teaching of Writing 
at a level appropriate to age, ability and maturity and irrespective of race, gender or nationality.  

  

Policy Development 



3 
 

Roles and Responsibilities of the Writing Co-ordinator 

• Auditing, reviewing, monitoring and evaluating the Writing curriculum, including 
reporting and assessment procedures and monitoring the quality of teaching. 

• Maintaining and updating appropriate resources. 
• Attending relevant Writing INSET courses and disseminating training to appropriate 

staff. 
• Leading and supporting others responsible for the delivery of the Writing curriculum, 

including encouraging the Continuing Professional Development of other staff and 
participation in Writing CPD. 

• Sharing information about current developments. 
  

Organisation of History 

St. Elisabeth’s CofE Primary School delivers Writing in discrete lessons taught daily. 

The curriculum is supported with the use of ‘Pathways to Writing’ units from Reception to Year 
6.  This ensures a consistent approach to the teaching of writing, genre coverage and the 
explicit teaching of grammar objectives as well as clear progression of skills. Our coverage, and 
progression. of the Programmes of Study is as follows: 
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Teaching and Learning 

The teaching of writing is clearly planned and delivered through the use of ‘Pathways to Writing’ 
units.  These units are planned as a block of work which culminates in a final piece of writing 
within a specific genre.  The block of writing can vary in length dependent on the complexity of 
the text type and the needs of the learners.  Generally, blocks are structured over a 5-week 
period with incidental writing activities to develop children’s understanding of grammar as well 
as writing for purpose.  Each half term, a weeklong poetry block is also completed. 

Teachers also ensure that explicit grammar sessions are taught at least 3 times per week as 
well as spelling sessions which take place within and outside of writing lessons. 

The teaching of writing is supported by the use of model texts, modelled/guided writing and the 
use of success criteria.  

Adaptive teaching 

The Writing curriculum is adapted to meet the needs of all pupils. When planning for 
adaptations, the following is considered: 

• Pupil grouping 
• Focused teaching 
• Simplified models 
• Resources, i.e. availability and suitability 
• Pupil activity including pre-teaching of skills 
• All children are given the opportunity to succeed. 
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Assessment, Recording and Celebrating 

In conjunction with this policy, please also read the Book Expectations, Feedback and Marking 
Policy and the Assessment Policy. The school particularly values assessment as an on-going 
process and uses Assessment for Learning strategies. Assessment for Learning includes:  

➢ Learning objectives and success criteria explained to pupils.  

➢ Questioning to check for understanding  

➢ Use of the plenary which should refer clearly to the key learning objective. It should be an 
opportunity to reflect upon what has been learned and to revisit teaching points.  

Following the completion of writing, teachers assess against the Mastery Keys taught during the 
block of work and the assessment spreadsheet is updated.  This is used to identify the needs of 
all learners, and this is planned into the next block of writing. 

Celebration of achievement contributes to building pupils’ self-esteem, developing a sense of 
community and belonging, helps create a positive atmosphere in the school and develops 
pupil’s sense of pride. At St. Elisabeth’s CofE Primary School we half termly Celebration 
Assemblies where certificates are presented for ‘Top Learner’ and ‘positive behaviour’. 

  

Monitoring and Evaluation 

The Writing Co-ordinator, in consultation with staff and pupils, will undertake on-going 
monitoring and evaluation of Writing. 

 

Dissemination and Review 

The school has carried out an extensive review of the Writing Curriculum. As a result, the 
Writing curriculum has been structured to ensure clear sequencing of skills, building on prior 
knowledge and adherence to the National Curriculum. 

Writing, along with Reading, is woven throughout the curriculum as it is the bedrock to learning 
from EYFS to Year 6.  


